
















MS4 Inspection Report/Village of Northport (NYR20A303)–
June 20, 28 and 29, 2011 

 
MS4 Compliance Evaluation Inspection: Village of Northport  
SPDES Permit No.: NYR20A303 
 
Inspection Dates:  June 20, 28, 29, 2011 
 
EPA Representatives: Jerry Ciotola, Environmental. Engineer, USEPA Region 2  

(212) 637-4223 
Rober Ferri, Geologist, USEPA Region 2  
(212) 637-4227 

 
Facility Representatives: Gene Guido, Village Administrator  
 (631) 261-7502 x311 

Avrum H. Golub, MD  
(631) 651-2510 
Tim Drew, Foreman, Highways and Parks 
(631) 261-7502 

 
Background 
 
The Village of Northport (the “Village”) owns a municipal separate storm sewer system. The Town 
jurisdiction includes a shoreline bounded by the Long Island Sound. The Town’s stormwater 
conveyance system consists of storm water outfalls, catch basins, four towns owned recharge basins, 
dry wells, constructed wet pond, and interconnecting pipes maintained by the Department of Highways 
and Parks. The Village is located on the north shore’s western Suffolk County in the Town of 
Huntington, New York and covers an area of approximately 2.5 square miles. The 2010 Census 
indicated a population of about 7,700. Public Works oversees the cleaning and maintains the MS4 
system. 
 
Northport Harbor is designated by NYSDEC as a pathogen impaired water body and subject to 
shellfish and beach closure. 
 
Long Island Lighting Company has a large oil-fired power generating station located on Northport’s 
Long Island Sound. Land use in the Village consists primarily of residential subdivisions. The Village 
indicated that it had mapped a total of (56) storm water outfalls according to the MS4 Annual Report 
ending March 9, 2011. 
 
Introduction 
 
On June 20, 2011, a briefing meeting was held with Town officials that included Gene Guido, Village 
Administrator, Henry Tobin, Deputy Mayor, Avrum H. Golub, MD, Consultant, and Tim Drew, 
Foreman, Dept. of Highways and Parks to discuss the Town’s Storm-Water Management Plan 
(SWMP) and MS4 inspection. During the meeting, NYSDEC was represented by Sara Dorman, DEC 
Region 1. Gene Guido discussed an overview of the Village’s stormwater infrastructure, GIS-based 
location mapping, and issues regarding impacts to the Harbor for nitrogen, fecal coliform, and 
enterococci bacteria. Also discussed was the ambient storm water sampling and analysis conducted by 
Ecotest Labs for the Village back in 2007 and 2008.  
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Inspection 
 
The purpose of EPA’s multi-programmatic (NPDES and UIC) MS4 inspection was to identify 
potential sources of pathogens and illicit discharges that might impact water quality in the area in 
Northport harbor. The EPA Region 2 inspectors consisted of Jerry Ciotola and Robert Ferri. DEC was 
represented by Sara Dorman. On June 20th an entrance conference was conducted at the Village Hall to 
explain the purpose of the inspection, followed by an inspection of the Highway garage. Two transfer 
stations, stormwater outfalls, and various catch basins were inspected on June 28th and 29th.  The 
inspection evaluated the entire MS4. 
 
Location:  Village of Northport, Suffolk County, NY 
Outfall Locations: Long Island Sound (north shore) 
Weather Conditions: June 20, 28, and 29, 2011 (dry) 
 
GIS mapping was satisfactory, although during the course of the inspection we observed it could use 
some updating. The Storm Water Management Program was an unsatisfactory boilerplate with little 
detail.  A large number of residences are still on septic systems or cesspools. There was one active 
unpermitted construction site in town that was close to an acre of disturbance, and is being monitored 
by the Village Code Enforcement Officer. There were five village sites to be visited: transfer station, 
beach house, parks department, village garage and garage storage area. 
 
Northport Harbor is an impaired water body that several MS4’s border on and that potentially 
contributes to the impairment. The storm and sanitary system has been in operation since the 1950’s. 
Many catch basins in town infiltrate making them regulated Underground Injection Control program 
wells. Ambient Sampling was conducted including some outfalls in 2007. The sampling indicated that 
further action was needed but the Village did not significantly follow-up on this data. The village did 
institute a dog bag program. 
 
Garage 
 
The garage is an 8 bay garage. On site there is: refueling, an enclosed salt storage pile 180 gallon waste 
oil tank, seven unpermitted storm water drywells and a vacuum truck. 
 
June 28, 2011 Sunny and warm, yesterday there was some rain in the evening 
 
Ketchum Place Transfer Station: This facility is next door to the Sewage Treatment Plant (STP). The 
soil piles at this site were destined for the landfill. There were no drywells or drains at this site. 
 
At the beach we were shown the surface of the water above the outfall of the STP. It was out about 
200-300 yards. A boat could have been arranged but I doubt we would have seen anything. 
 
We drove to the pump station. Piping and pump underground which makes maintenance difficult. This 
was an old system that will be replaced. The age of this station and the lack of ability to conduct 
maintenance make this location suspect. 
 
Scudder Park: The wet pit is in the tidal zone. 
 
In this area we also noticed a private water problem. There was standing overflow water in the street 
(Beach Avenue).   
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Steer’s Park: This was an old pistol range. It is now Village owned and used for recreation and Village 
storage. Along one side of the recreation area was the pit that receives dumps from the vacuum truck.   
This pit is wider than it is deep and the oily fluid seeps into the ground. When it’s dry the solids are 
scooped out and brought to the landfill. There were some piles for composting that are brought to Islip. 
Pictures at this location 179-181. 
 
Pump Station Harbor Point: No pre-chlorination is conducted here. There was easy access to the 
machinery and it was properly set up. The ejector pumps were old. The electric panel box was open 
and unattended. 
 
Outfall Inspections (Sampling Locations are noted in Bold Text) 
 
Harbor Point: two catch basins with standing water, outfall not observed due to vegetation, this 
housing complex has 66 units built in the 80’s, the two ponds (water is turbid probably from lawn 
work) overflow through a manhole location to the outfall, not observed due to vegetation. All of the 
ponds are lined. 
 
West of Jody’s Court: 18” concrete outfall into lagoon, we stood on this pipe, outlet was submerged 
 
Clubhouse Circle: two ponds overflow to two 18” outfalls, observed two catch basins and two drop 
drains at this site with some sediment and water in the trap, OK. 
 
One 18” concrete pipe and one 18” metal pipe observed, the metal pipe was traced to some suds 
(bacteriological) discharge all along the shore. 
 
Harbor Point Lagoon: The East outfall was steel and the West was RCP. 
 
St. Jode Court: 18” pipe, some drip discharge. 
 
Porpoise Court & Steers Avenue: this catch basin is a dry well, nearby we observed a small pipe 
flowing clear into the harbor from a garage drain at a private residence, may be an illicit discharge. 
 
#18 Hollacher Street: catch basin at this location may be a drywell, the 20” outfall pipe was not 
observed.  
 
Steers Beach: There is a high pathogen report for this beach.  We observed a 24” corrugated 
plastic pipe at this location that was broken and partially submerged. This pipe may be the Town 
of Huntington’s pipe. It was not clear as to who has jurisdiction of this outfall. 
N     40 55.127 
W -073 21.153 
 
Steer’s Avenue: Steer’s Beach, we observed a 36” pipe in bad repair, rusty with holes and corrosion 
evident. 
 
Stanton Street and Bayview Avenue: Catch basin, drop box (pictures 186-188) and manhole at 
this location. We smelled sewage at this location and had the manhole opened (picture 192). We 
observed sewage in the stormwater pipe. We also observed an extra pipe (private residence taped 
in).   
N     40 54.209 
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W -073 21.197 
59’ elevation 
 
We then went through a, nearby house #91 to get access to the beach to view the outfall pipe 
(pictures 189-191). The concrete outfall pipe was flowing. 
N     40 54.181 
W -073 21.230 
Pipe points north 32 degrees 
 
Triangular Recharge Basin at the bottom of Jane Street: The drywells at this location were silted over. 
There does not appear to be contamination but maintenance needs to be improved. 
 
Pump Station West of #34 Milland Drive: Small ejector at this location to a 20” outfall, pipe was dry. 
Lots of sand and silt around the nearby catch basin, needs some clean-up. 
 
East of #46 Milland Drive & Waterview Lane: There are two concrete catch basins and road drain on 
the sandy street. The catch basins were full of water and sediment to the point of overflowing. 
 
Britannia Yachting Center: The marina does do boat and vehicle maintenance. You can see the 
back of the STP from here. The facility itself is on the Village sewer line. We observed a 36” 
disjointed pipe with heavy flow on the East boardwalk. The outfall may be owned by the state.  
Pipe ownership must be determined. 
N     40 53.492 
W -073 21.257 
 
South wall: the second pipe at this location was a 36” outfall.  We observed grease, suds and 
bubbles in the water. (pictures 196-198) 
N     40 53.447 
W -073 21.352 
 
We observed NY State DOT settling chambers behind the Britannia Yachting Center which connect to 
the East boardwalk outfall that was flowing solids to the harbor at the time of the inspection.  
 
#67 25A outside of the marina: The catch basin was full to the top. There was a concrete 
structure adjacent to this property (Village drop box). On the other side of the property the tar 
was caving in above a 12” corrugated plastic pipe (pictures 199-205). 
N     40 53.389 
W -073 21.287 
 
North Road and Woodbine Avenue: We observed two catch basins that were silted in. 
 
#12 25A: We observed a 24” concrete outfall. There was a flow and we noticed some ferric oxide 
staining around the pipe. The water was flowing to a wetland. 
 
Scudder Park: STP pipe outfall adjacent to the pump station, 12” pipe with potentially some breaks. 
 
Woodbine Marina Parking:  At the end of 5th Avenue and Woodbine Road there were four 
outfalls, three weeper holes for the parking area and one for the road (pictures 206-209).    
N     40 53.892 
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W -073 21.168 
 
Cow Harbor Park: At the NE corner of Baymen Inlet there was a corrugated plastic 36” pipe.  It was 
not flowing. 
 
End of Main Street Park on North side of inlet: There was a 48” concrete pipe, flowing and a 12” 
corrugated metal pipe that was dry (pictures 210-213).   
N     40 54.003 
W -073 21.162 
 
End of Main Street Park, near playground: There was an 8” steel pipe, flowing and another 
larger pipe 12” above it, not flowing.   
N     40 53.942 
W -073 21.188 
 
Wednesday 6/29/2011, there was some rain last night. Today is warm and sunny.  
 
End of Main Street Park: There were two catch basins at Lewis Road and Bayview Avenue. There was 
a sewer line through the catch basin. There was some pavement construction above the line as it lead to 
Main Street. 
 
Seymour’s Boatyard, on the water: Corrugated outfall, submerged, water was OK. 
 
End of outfall inspections 
 
Recharge basin near #89 June Avenue: The basin was dry. There were four pipes: an 18” corrugated 
pipe, an 8” plastic pipe, a 12” metal pipe and a 12” plastic pipe. Water was observed at the bottom of 
the basin. There was considerable sand discharge to this basin. The three catch basins on the street 
were silted in. 
 
#4 Franklin Street and Whispering Fields Drive recharge basin: This is the former Lily Estate. There 
was a 36” concrete outfall in a headwall to this basin. There were considerable amounts of debris in 
this basin. There were two catch basins outside the gate in the adjacent street with water in them. 
 
Markan Drive recharge basin: There was a 24” outfall to this basin. There were two catch basins 
outside the gate in the adjacent street with very little water in them. This basin built in the 1950’s had 
little sediment buildup and was dry.  
 
Recharge basin near #34 Dolphin Road: There was a 36” concrete outfall in a headwall to this basin. It 
was clear and dry. There were two catch basins outside the gate in the adjacent street dry, containing 
some leaf litter.  
 
Recommendations (Areas of Concern) 
 
With the observation of numerous dry weather overflows to the harbor, we recommend that the Village 
implement a comprehensive IDDE program to determine the nature of the discharges.  
 
Photograph Log 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG (Panasonic Lumix L8Z) 
Village of Northport, NY (Untouched photos taken by Jerry Ciotola, Environmental Engineer, 
USEPA Region 2, Water Compliance Branch, June 20, 28, 29, 2011) 

Photograph 
No.  

Photograph Description 

P1010179 Steers Park- Vac Truck Infiltration Pit  
P1010180 Steers Park- Vac Truck Infiltration Pit 
P1010181 Steers Park- Vac Truck Infiltration Pit 
P1010186 Stanton Street & Bayview Avenue suspected sewage 
P1010187 Stanton Street & Bayview Avenue suspected sewage 
P1010188 Stanton Street & Bayview Avenue suspected sewage 
P1010189 Concrete outfall pipe below Bayview Avenue 
P1010190 Concrete outfall pipe below Bayview Avenue 
P1010191 Concrete outfall pipe below Bayview Avenue 
P1010192 Stanton Street & Bayview Avenue suspected sewage 
P1010196 South wall of Brittania Yachting Center 
P1010197 South wall of Brittania Yachting Center 
P1010198 South wall of Brittania Yachting Center 
P1010199 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010200 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010201 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010202 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010203 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010204 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010205 Outside the Britannia Yachting Center 
P1010206 End of 5th Avenue & Woodbine Road 
P1010207 End of 5th Avenue & Woodbine Road 
P1010208 End of 5th Avenue & Woodbine Road 
P1010209 End of 5th Avenue & Woodbine Road 
P1010210 End of Main Street (in park) 
P1010211 End of Main Street (in park) 
P1010212 End of Main Street (in park) 
P1010213 End of Main Street (in park) 
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